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EXCURSIONS 


July 17 — Cal-Nevada — Ven- 
tura County Railroad. 

July 31 — Joint Picnic Trip to 
Big Trees. 

Sept. 2-5 — Central Coast — 
Repeat of Grand Canyon trip with 
routing via California Cutoff and 
Peavine during daylight hours, re- 
turning main line all the way. 
Full day at the Canyon. 

Sept. 24-25 — Pacific Coast 
Chapter — Reno via Western Pa- 
cific, returning Southern Pacific. 
Will cover Quincy Railroad. 

Oct. 1 and 2 — Cal-Nevada — 
Sierra Railroad. 

Oct. 7-23 — Cal-Nevada and 
Pacific Coast Chapter — Central 
American and Mexican railroad 
tour. 

Nov: 29 — Joint Excursion 
Board meeting in WP Building, 
San Francisco. 

Central Coast Railway Club — P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn. — 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berke- 
ley 7, Calif. 

Histori- 


Arthur Lloyd Jr., 974 
Road, Redwood City, 


California-Nevada Railroad 
cal Society } 
Pleasant Hill 
Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club — 
Paul Von Hafften, 112 Arguello St., 
San Francisco 18, Calif. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society Don 
Thrall, 610 Arlington, Berkeley, Calif. 

University of California Railroad 
Club — Rolf Augustine, Secretary, 959 
Cragmont Ave., Berkeley 8, Calif. 
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Evergreen Journey 


The circulars 
are available for 
the Labor Day 
weekend trip 
from Los Angel- 
es to Northern 

California covering both the Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad and the 
Yreka Western with steam on the 
latter road. The trip will operate 
via Santa Fe to Stockton, WP to 
Bieber, GN to Hambone, McCloud 
to Mt. Shasta, SP to Montague, 
Yreka Western to Yreka. Return- 
ing via Yreka Western to Monta- 
gue, SP to Stockton, and Santa 
Fe to Los Angeles. The trip will 
leave Los Angeles Friday, Sept. 2, 
at 9:20 p.m. and return Tues- 
day, Sept. 6, at 7:00 a.m. Fares 
start at $95 coach; $130 upper; 
$140 lower, $156 roomette with 
bedrooms and drawing rooms also 
available. Write PRS, Box 5279, 
Metro Sta., Los Angeles 55, Calif. 


Iron Horse Tour 


Steam will run 

Tih iol on the Burling- 

PACIFIC ton and Union 

Pacific over La- 

bor Day on a 

railfan trip out 

of Chicago to 

Ogden. CB&Q 5632 and UP 844 

have been promised for the trip. 

For details write: Railroad Club 

of Chicago, 55 E. Bellevue PIL, 
Chicago 11, III. 


Farmers’ Fair Excursion 


The annual excursion from Los 
Angeles to Hemet via Santa Fe 
to the Farmers’ Fair will be run 
Sunday, August 21, by the Mt. 
Rubidoux Chapter of Pacific 
Railroad Society. For information 
write to P.O. Box 3157, Del Rosa 
Sta., San Bernardino, California. 
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WEST COAST RAILROAD 
MUSEUM AND RAILFAN 
INDEX 


From material originally prepared and published by INTERNA- 

TIONAL NEWS SHEET of the Willamette Valley Electric Railway 

Association, expanded and brought up to date by The Western 
Railroader staff. 


ANTELOPE & WESTERN RAILROAD private narrow gauge mu- 
seum of Hal Wilmunder at Roseville, California. Has five narrow 
gauge engines and 1’; mile loop of track. For information: Antelope 
& Western RR, Roseville, Calif. 


BAY AREA ELECTRIC RAILROAD ASSOCIATION. Owns Key 
System, SF Muni, and Portland Traction cars stored principally at 
Oakland Terminal yard, Emeryville. Monthly meetings on first Friday 
at Hotel Shattuck, Berkeley, California. Secretary: Addison H. Laflin 
Jr., 2119 Marin Ave., Berkeley 7, Calif. 


See Issue 154 of The Western Railroader out of print. 


CALIFONRIA MUSEUM RAILWAY acquired several miles of 
Stockton Terminal & Eastern abandoned trackage near Bellota, but 


has had court difficulties with title to portions. It is presently inactive. 
Write Howard Wolfe, 5706 Ross Street, Oakland 8, Calif. 


CALIFORNIA - NEVADA RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Has engine 1903 on display in Oakland and owns Portland Traction 
4001 at Colusa and jointly owns observation “El Dorado.” Meets on 
second Tuesday in Lakeshore Public Library, Oakland, Calif. Write: 
Dick Edgar, Secretary, 41 Home Place East, Oakland, Calif. 


See Issue 155 of The Western Railroader for pictures 


CENTRAL COAST RAILWAY CLUB-~ owns observation car 
“Ferroequinologist” stored at San Jose, Calif. Issues publication and 
meets on third Friday of each month at Rose Garden Library. Naglee 
and Dana, San Jose. Write: CCRC, P.O. Box 783, San Jose 6, Calif. 


COLORADO RAILROAD MUSEUM. A privately owned museum 
in connection with the Iron Horse Motel on Route 58 east of Golden, 
Colorado. Has narrow gauge steam equipment and trolley relics. 
Issues free “Iron Horse News.” Mail address: P.O. Box 10, Golden, Col. 

ELECTRIC RAILWAY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF SOU- 
THERN CALIFORNIA. Formerly the Southern California Division 
of ERA, it owns three Los Angeles streetcars now at the Orange Em- 
pire Trolley Museum at Perris. Holds monthly meetings on the third 
Friday. Write: P.O. Box 3292, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles 54, Calif. 
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LOS ANGELES CHAPTER, NRHS, owns Pacific Electric freight 
motor stored at Los Angeles County Fairgrounds, Pomona. Contact 
at Box 3311, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles 54, Calif. 


MARITIME MUSEUM. A project being financed by the State 
of California at Aquatic Park, San Francisco, to display both maritime 
and railroad materials. The equipment of the Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society is scheduled to be placed on display in a ware- 
house building to be converted for the purpose. 

For preliminary plans see Issue 207 of The Western Railroader, copies of which 


are available at 25 cents 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ELECTRIC RAILWAY MUSEUM. 
Proposes to acquire seven miles of the Sacramento Northern Colusa 
branch recently approved for abandonment. Equipment to come from 
3ay Area Electric collection and others. For information write: Bob 
McVey, P.O. Box 1167, King City, Calif. 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB. Owns no equip- 
ment. Issues publication and holds meeting on the third Thursday of 
each month at SP Depot, Third & Townsend, San Francisco. Secretary: 
Paul von Hafften, 112 Arguello, San Francisco, Calif. 


ORANGE EMPIRE TRACTION MUSEUM has some 27 or more 
cars in storage at its museum site about 112 miles south of the AT&SF 
depot in Perris, Riverside County, California. Address: P.O. Box 501, 
Perris, California 


See feature ticle follow 

OREGON ELECTRIC RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Pro- 
poses an operating museum at Glenwood, Oregon. Has three Port- 
land Traction cars. Write: Roy E. Bonn, 411 - 12th St., S.E., Auburn, 
Washington. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER, NRHS, has no equipment. 
Issues publication and meets on third Friday of month at Room 208, 
Union Station, Portland, Oregon Secretary: Nelson Hickok, 335 
Jerris Ave., S.E., Salem, Oregon. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD SOCIETY owns Los Angeles Railway fun- 
eral car “Descanso” at Summit, California. Also owns Los Angeles 
Railway car 1559, which is maintained by its Mt. Rubidoux Chapter 
at Perris, California. Address: PRS, Box 5279, Metro Station, Los 
Angeles 55, Calif. 


PUGET SOUND RAILWAY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. Pro- 
poses an operating museum at Snoqualmie, Washington. Meets every 
second Saturday of month at Northwestern Glass Co., E. Marginal 
Way and Fidalgo, Seattle, Wash. Write PSRHA, P.. Box 1362, Broad- 
wa Station, Seattle, Wash. 

See feature article following 
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Central Coast Railway Club’s observation car, the ‘Ferroequinologist,” takes 
on a fresh supply of water in its roofton tank while bringing up the rear 
of a club-operated special train. 


RAILROAD CLUB OF NEW MEXICO owns no equipment. Issues 
publication and meets on fourth Tuesday of month at University of 


New Mexico, Mechanical Engineering Building, Albuquerque, New 
Nexico. Write: RCNM, 4418 Avenida Estrellita, N.E., Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 


RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY — The 
parent society owns seven steam locomotives, four cable cars, and 
three electric cars principally stored at the Western Pacific round- 
house in Oakland. They are committed to the Maritime Museum in San 
Francisco as and when completed. For information write Gilbert 
Kneiss, Resident Vice-President, 18 Forest Lane, Berkeley, Calif. 


Pictures and information on R&LHS engines are in Issue 155 of The Western 
Railroader still available at 25 cents 


R&LHS, PACIFIC COAST CHAPTER. Is custodian of the society 
collection above and also owns Sierra coach No. 6 and jointly owns 
observation “El Dorado.” A monthly news sheet is published and 
annual dues are $2.00 (plus national $5.00). Monthly meetings on the 
fourth Friday at 8 p.m. at Room 985, Flood Building, 870 Market 
Street, San Francisco, Calif. 


R&LHS, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER. Owns six steam 
engines stored at the Los Angeles County Fairgrounds, Pomona, Calif. 
Annual dues are $4 (plus national $5.00) and a monthly news sheet is 
published. Meetings on the third Tuesday, Room 220, Pacific Electric 
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Building, 6th & Main, Los Angeles, Calif. Write: R&LHS, P.O. Box 
4068, Pasadena, Calif. 


Pictures and full description of the Southern Calif. R&LHS collection are set 
forth in the booklet ON PARADE published by the Chapter. Copies are $1.00 from 
Hungerford Press, Reseda, Calif. 


RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO has San 
Diego Electric PCC 528 and SF Muni 171 at Orange Empire Trolley 
Museum at Perris. Also has SD&AE engine 104 and coach at San 
Diego County Fairgrounds at Del Mar. Meets on first Monday at 
AT&SF depot, San Diego. Write Box 9351, San Diego 9, Calif. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB has electric cars and 
narrow gauge steam equipment on display at Colorado Railroad Mu- 
seum, 17444 W. 44th Ave., Golden, Colorado. Meets second Wednes- 
day of each month at Farmers Union Exchange, 16th & Sherman, 
Denver, Colorado. Write: P.O. Box 2391, Denver 1, Colorado. 


SELLWOOD-OAKS PARK. A proposed development by the 
Parks Department of the City of Portland, Oregon. Has three steam 
locomotives and two Portland Traction streetcars. Write: Harry Buck- 
ley, Supt., Parks & Recreation Department, Portland 4, Oregon. 


TRAVEL TOWN — City-owned collection in Griffith Park in 
Los Angeles. Extensive collection of steam engines with some elec- 
tric cars. Operating railroad using narrow gauge Oahu Railway equip- 
ment donated by So. Cal. Chapter, R&LHS. Contact Department of 


Recreation & Parks, Los Angeles, California. 

A full description and pictures of the engine collection is in Issue 200 of The 
Western Railroader, a special extra-size issue devoted exclusively to Travel 
Town. Available at 50 cents. 


WILLAMETTE VALLEY ELECTRIC RAILWAY ASSOCIATION 
has 10 trolley car relics stored in various locations in and around 
Portland, Oregon. Proposes to operate in Sellwood-Oaks Park. Issues 
Meetings monthly on second Saturday of month at Room 
Write WVERA, 2743 S.E. 38th Avenue, 


publication. 
208S, Union Station, Portland. 
Portland 2, Oregon. 


Trolley Museum 


Orange Empire 


If you think the whine of the 
traction motor and the clang of 
the trolley bell have all but been 
consigned to limbo south of the 
Tehachapi, you haven’t reckoned 
with some energetic southern Cal- 
ifornians. 

They’ve made a dream become 
a reality at Perris, Calif., about 
10 miles south of Riverside. 
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This dream — of seeing long- 
interurbans 


gone streetcars and 
back 
solid form at the Orange Empire 
Trolley Museum there. 

The museum has 40 electric 
cars of all kinds and description. 
Thirty are at the 10-acre Perris 
site. Among them are several 
pieces of equipment that once ran 


in operation — has taken 
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in the San Francisco Bay area. 

With this equipment, the dream 
has turned into the third largest 
collection of electric railway 
equipment in the world. The two 
larger museums are the Seashore 
Electric Railway and the Bran- 
ford Electric Railway Assn. 


Orange Empire Trolley Museum 
is the fifth one to actually operate 
cars. It runs them on a mile of 
former railroad right-of-way. 

Most of the trackage and car- 
barn space at the museum is tak- 
en up by the storage of equip- 
ment. But the museum has per- 
mission to build on five addition- 
al miles of graded right-of-way in 
Railroad Canyon south of Perris. 
This right-of-way is the original 
California Southern line, a Santa 
Fe predecessor, from San Bern- 
ardino to San Diego. 

Trolley car saving in southern 
California began during the early 
1950’s. The Orange Empire Trol- 
ley Museum was established in 
1956 with the exclusive aim of 
building a permanent operating 
exhibit, thus combining all the 
individual efforts. 

The museum found its land at 
Perris in 1958, and began to move 
previously acquired cars to the 
site from various locations in- 
cluding the Travel Town exhibit 
at Los Angeles. 

In two years, the museum has 
placed 30 cars on display at Per- 
ris, acquired additional land, 
built track and overhead, acquir- 
ed a power plant — a 200-horse- 
power diesel-electric motor-gen- 
erator set — and started operat- 
ing some of the cars. 

This hasn’t slowed the growth 
of the rolling stock collection, 
either. The museum recently ac- 
quired four of the Hollywood- 
type Pacific Electric suburban 
cars. They are Nos. 1801, 1812, 
1814, and 1815. 

The international flavor of the 
museum will be bolstered when 
enough money is raised to bring 
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to Perris an open-top double deck 
tram car from Ireland. 

Visitors to the museum will find 
a varied collection of city street- 
cars, large interurbans, novel 
work cars, and mainline freight 
equipment. 

There are also three motor 
trucks that have come in handy 
in construction and maintenance. 
These are a 1922 Bulldog Mack, 
a 1930 Model AA Ford, and a 
1941 International tower truck. 

The museum has an almost 
complete collection of passenger 
streetcars formerly operated on 
the Los Angeles Railway. Car 525 
is one of the famous California 
type “Huntington Standards,” 
perhaps the most well known car 
in the world because of their 
frequent appearances in Holly- 
wood movies. 

Cars with such LA Ry. designa- 
tions as class F, G, H-3, H-4, K-4, 
L, and M have been saved from 
the scrap heap and_ represent 
many decades of streetcar design. 
The museum has examples of two 
experimental classes built for 
LA Ry. in the late 1920’s — one 
a low-level car, No. 2501, and the 
other a “Peter Witt” type car, No. 
2601. 

In addition to these passenger 
cars, four pieces of maintenance- 
of-way equipment have been pre- 
served: a tower car, a yard switch- 
er (which was once described by 
a local television personality as 
a “sputnik launching platform’’) 
and two flat cars. 

The entire LA Ry. collection is 
3’ 6” gauge. This odd gauge makes 
it necessary for the museum to 
build dual gauge trackage. 

The museum has preserved a 
diverse selection of cars from the 
famous Pacific Electric interurban 
system. 

A suburban car of the 500 class, 
No. 538, was recently obtained 
from Warner Brothers studios. 

Interurbans from PE include 
car No. 1001 of the wood “Ten- 
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Hundred” class, the body of trail- 
er 1045 (formerly Visalia Electric 
trailer No. 301), aluminum car 
No. 314 (formerly of the North- 
western Pacific), and combination 
car No. 498 (formerly of the In- 
terurban Electric Railway). 

PE has provided the museum’s 
two standard gauge maintenance- 
of-way cars, tower car No. 00157 
and trolley greaser No. 00150. 

The great red car system also 
did a considerable freight busi- 
ness and this phase of the opera- 
tion is represented by three PE 
cabooses (two formerly Lehigh 
Valley and one formerly Rich- 
mon, Fredericksburg & Potomac) 
and two of PE’s wood side box 
cars. A steeple cab electric loco- 
motive now preserved at another 
site is destined to come to the 
museum at a later date. 

Other cars representing Cali- 
fornia electric systems include a 
PCC streamliner from the San Di- 
ego Electric Railway, a California 
type single trucker from the Bak- 
ersfield & Kern, one of the giant 
articulated bridge train units 
from the Key System, and two 
“Iron Monster” streetcars from 
the San Francisco Municipal 
Railway. 

Canada’s representation is in 
the form of a wood-steel inter- 
urban from the British Columbia 
Electric Railway in Vancouver. 


The task of building the Orange 
Empire Traction Museum at Per- 
ris, Calif., and assembling its elec- 
tric railway equipment collection 
has been a tremendous undertak- 
ing. 

It has been accomplished by 
volunteer labor and cash from a 
good many individuals. 

There are no foundations or 
“rich angels” backing this project. 

The results represent plenty of 
sore muscles, rivers of sweat and 
the foregoing of luxuries on the 
part of many persons. 

The 40 streetcars and interurb- 
ans haven’t all come for nothing. 
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The hard cash needed has been 
donated by members and friends 
of the museum. 

In dealing with transit compan- 
ies, railroads and other commer- 
cial firms, the museum has found 
that cars and materials usually 
could be obtained at nominal 
costs. The museum also found 
that the firms give all possible 
consideration to the effort. 

However, donation of much of 
the material would have been 
impossible. 

“Operation Emerald” is an il- 
lustration of what the museum 
often faces and also shows the 
boldness and spirit of its backers. 

It is a project to bring an open- 
top, double deck tramecar from 
Ireland. The car comes from the 
Hill of Howth line, a famous Irish 
tourist attraction and the last line 
to provide year-around service 
with open-top trams before it was 
abandoned. 

The cost of shipping this car to 
Perris from Ireland is $2,000! 

The museum has set about to 
raise this sum by asking donations 
from persons who want to see and 
ride one of these double deck cars 
in the United States. 

For each $10 donation, a “Share 
of Contribution” is issued. 

The Orange Empire Trolley Mu- 
seum is a non-profit California 
corporation. Its sole purpose is 
the construction and operation of 
an electric railway museum. It 
does not engage in other activi- 
ties normally associated with a 
railfan organization because its 
members believe the diversion of 
effort would tend to weaken the 
main objective. 


The museum was originally in- 
corporated as the “Orange Empire 


Traction Co., Inc.,” a name now 
being changed to “Orange Empire 
Trolley Museum” to facilitate 
federal tax exemption. 

In the spirit of this original 
name, the museum is set up as 
business-like as possible. Activi- 
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ties are divided into departments 
roughly comparable to an oper- 
ating streetcar or interurban sys- 
tem. These departments include 
such functions as car maintenance, 
restoration and repair (mechani- 
cal); construction and mainten- 
ance of track, overhead, carbarns, 
and other buildings (ways and 
structures), power for operation 
of the cars (transportation and 
operating), administration, ac- 
counting, and publicity (secretary, 
treasurer, and public relations), 
and food and shelter for members 
and friends working at the mu- 
seum on weekends (dining, hous- 
ing, and commissary). 

Officers and department heads 
have full authority for the con- 
duct of daily business in their re- 
spective areas. 

The annual meeting of the mu- 
seum is held in October of each 
year. Monthly meetings were dis- 
continued during 1959 because it 
was felt that the time could be 
better spent in constructive ef- 
fort than in parliamentary pro- 
cedure. 

The president of the museum is 
Paul Dieges, a Los Angeles civil 
engineer. Dieges also acts as sup- 
erintendent of ways and struc- 


tures department. Vice-president 
is Norman K. Johnson, currently 
on active duty in the U.S. Navy. 
The secretary, James W. Walker 
Jr., an insurance agent in Lyn- 
wood, is also the director of pub- 
lic relations. Raymond A. Ballash, 
a linotype operator in Los Angel- 
es, is the treasurer and also holds 
the post of superintendent of the 
mechanical department. 


Other officers include three di- 
rectors and nine members of the 
board of trustees. 


Membership is open to all in- 
dividuals and organizations. Four 
organizations, the Railway & Lo- 
comotive Historical Society of 
San Diego, Pacific Beach Model 
Railroad Club, Electric Railway 
Historical Association of Los An- 
geles, and Los Angeles Chapter, 
National Railway Historical So- 
ciety, are participating in the mu- 
seum as members. Currently there 
are about 100 members and 40 
associates. 


Dues are $12 per year, payable 
at $1 per month. A non-voting 
associateship, available at $2 per 
year, is primarily for those wish- 
ing to receive the museum’s pub- 
lications. 


Puget Sound Railroad Museum 


A museum railroad is now be- 
ing built by the Puget Sound Rail- 
way Historical Association. The 


line is named “Puget Sound & 
Snoqualmie Valley Railroad,” and 
will be primarily a steam road, 
making it rather unique among 
rail museum projects. The route 
extends 4% miles southwest from 
a Northern Pacific connection at 
Kimball Creek Jct. on the out- 
skirts of the town of Snoqualmie 
to U.S. 10, thus linking a four- 
lane highway with a major scenic 
attraction — 250 foot high Sno- 
qualmie Falls, a half mile from 
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the northern terminal. It’s hoped 
that trackage rights can be se- 
cured on NP’s North Bend branch 
which runs right past the brink 
of the falls. 

The track is now being laid on 
a grade which carried an NP 
coke oven spur until 1946. The 
PS&SV survey follows this grade 
for a quarter of a mile to a gravel 
pit and then strikes off through 
the woods, first climbing a three 
per cent grade for two miles and 
then running nearly level to the 
highway connection some 23 miles 
out of Seattle. 
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Only the last mile or so of 
track will have trolley wire, as 
feeder wire costs too much. Major 
shops, etc., will be at the highway 
terminus (unnamed as yet), but 
a temporary enginehouse will be 
built at Kimball Creek. 

Rolling stock already owned 
by the association or its mem- 
bers include: 

Port of Olympia No. 2, 2-6-2T. 
Used as a dock switcher until 
1955; stored at NP roundhouse, 
Seattle. 

Deep River Logging Co. No. 7, 
2-4-4-2. Used on a logging line in 
southwest Washington until 1955, 
when it was derailed and over- 
turned in the woods near Naselle, 
Wash. It’s still there, but arrange- 
ments have been made to get it 
out this July. 

Minnesota & Ontario Paper Co. 
No. 1, 0-4-0T. 

Minnesota & Ontario Paper Co. 
No. 2, two-truck Heisler. Both 


used at a tie-creosoting plant near 
Spokane until 1957: stored at Hill- 
vard, GN’s Spokane freight yards. 


Simpson Lumber Co. No. 1070, 
9-6-0. Ex-NP 1070 and still let- 
tered NP. Used at a sawmill at 
McCleary, Wash., until 1958: 
stored at Northwest Glass Co., Se- 
attle. 

Portland Traction No. 1058, 
trolley line car. Used until 1958; 
stored at Kimball Creek. 

British Columbia Electric No. 
1207, wood interurban. Used until 
1958; stored at NP roundhouse, 
Seattle. 

Portland Traction No. 4008, 
lightweight suburban trolley. Us- 
ed until 1958; stored at Kimball 
Creek. 

Northern Pacific X-46, open 
platform wood coach. Used as 
work car until 1957; stored at 
Northwest Glass Co., Seattle. 

Northern Pacific X-133, vesti- 
buled wood coach. Used as work 
car until 1959; stored at NP’s 
South Tacoma shops. 

Northern Pacific No. 1303, wood 
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caboose. Donated by NP to City 
of Shelton, Wash., as display; re- 
donated to PSRHA; 
Kimball Creek. 


Skagit River Ry. No. 40, four- 
wheel flat car. Used as railbus 
trailer until 1955; now in use as 
work car at Kimball Creek. 

Other equipment includes a 
Fairmount speeder, stored in the 
general manager’s garage; a 
homemade push car in use at 
Kimball Creek; and a just-pur- 
chased cinder dump push car, still 
at the NP roundhouse at Cen- 
tralia. In addition, negotiations 
are nearly complete for the pur- 
chase of two more engines: Can- 
adian Collieries Ltd. 14 and 17, 
a 4-6-0 and a 2-6-0T plus tender, 
respectively. These two engines 
were built by Baldwin in the 
period 1884-1886 but lost their 
builders plates when they were 
reboilered. Their early history is 
also lost, but they may have been 
built for Canadian Collieries it- 
self. The engines are still in use 
on Vancouver Island, hauling coal 
from the mines to the docks at 
Union Bay, but the line is being 
closed this June. 


Seven hundred feet of track 
have been laid at Kimball Creek 
and two trolley cars, a flat car, 
and a caboose have been delivered 
there. Also on the property are 
two dismantled water towers, rail, 
ties, telephone poles, trolley wire 
and accessories, 15 switches, trol- 
ley signals, a 50 hp, 600 volt gen- 
erator, the dismantled frame- 
work of a two-stall enginehouse 
and enough sheet metal to cover 
its roof, and miscellaneous cables, 
girders, timbers, etc. 

There is a possibility that a 
steam engine will be in operation 
on the line this fall. The most 
likely candidate is Port of Olym- 
pia No. 2. 

For more information write 
Mike Maes, 3902 Dayton, Seattle, 
Washington. 


stored at 
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Colusa Branch End 
Okayed By ICC 





é 
SACRAMENTO 
NORTHERN 


ICC approval was filed May 17 
for the abandonment of the Sac- 
ramento Northern of a portion of 
its Colusa branch from Meridian 
to Colusa, approximately 8.726 
miles. Only objection filed was 
by the labor unions and subject 
to conditions protecting employes 
the abandonment was approved 
without public hearing. The plans 
for an electric railway operating 
museum on this trackage have 
been stalled by a request for an 
$80,000 bond to guarantee re- 
moval of street trackage ia Colusa 
located on the state hignway. 


SP Retires Passenger Cars 


Twenty-four of the 60-foot 
coaches (17 commute), 14 “Beav- 
er” type, and an assortment of 
baggage cars and Pullmans have 
been vacated from SP’s equipment 
roster. This leaves 167 stream- 
lined cars and 53 conventional 
cars (not including commute 
equipment), There are no orders 
to take the place of the cars re- 
tired. 


Oakland Pier Swan Song 


Oakland Pier ceased to be the 
terminal for Western Division SP 
passenger trains on May 20 when 
train 20 left the old train shed 
that evening. The trains now orig- 
inate in the yards. Offices of the 
Western Division still remain, but 
will move soon to quarters near 
16th Street station. 
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Joint Annual Picnic 
Train to Big Trees July 31 


The annual picnic trip to Big 
Trees appears set for operation 
on Sunday, July 31 via Southern 
Pacific. The main train will oper- 
ate out of 16th St. Depot, Oakland, 
and go via East Oakland to San 
Jose. Cars will be operated on 
peninsula locals out of Third & 
Townsend, San Francisco, mak- 
ing local stops, which will be add- 
ed to the train at San Jose. The 
picnic special will run via Wat- 
sonville to Santa Cruz and then 
to Big Tress. After a picnic the 
train will return to Santa Cruz 
for dinner and then home, con- 
necting again at San Jose with a 
peninsula local. Fares: $6.50 from 
San Francisco or Oakland, $6.25 
from Burlingame to Menlo Park, 
$6.00 from Palo Alto to Santa 
Clara, $5.75 from San Jose. Write: 
Victor DuBrutz, 314 15th St., Oak- 
land, Calif. 


Tombstone Branch Report 
The report of 
the ICC exam- 
iner was filed 
May 24 recom- 
mending aban- 
donment of the 
Southern Paci- 
fic’s Tombstone 
branch in Arizona. The line be- 
tween Fairbanks and Tombstone, 
9.931 miles, has been served by a 
mixed train making two round 
trips each week. Only 52 carloads 
were handled on the line during 
the first half of 1959 and 159 pas- 
sengers for the same period ... 
an increase of 2633 per cent over 
1958 when only six passengers 
were carried for the entire year. 
The 1959 passenger total was a 
school movement all on a single 
trip. Movements of ore over the 
line ceased in April of 1959 and 
only five carloads of freight op- 
erated over the line between July 
1, 1959, and March 16, 1960. 
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PE Cars Now in Service 
On Argentina Railroad 


With the PCC 
cars from the Pa- 
cific Electric now 
in service’ the 
General Urquiza 
Railroad of Arg- 

entina now 
former PE electric power in ser- 
vice on its Buenos Aires division. 

The 30 PCC cars that were 
stored in the Subway Terminal 
in Los Angeles for several years 
were in very poor condition when 
they arrived and were sent to 
three different shops for over- 
hauling and painting. They now 
operate as class 1500 in the GU 
livery of dark reddish brown with 
yellow stripes. 


Third rail shoes were fitted to 
the cars, but trolley poles were 
retained. Interconnecting train 
doors have been cut in one end 
of the cars permitting two-car 
trains, but some of the cars will 
have doors cut at both ends and 
converted into full trailers. 

Since the PCCs are lightweight 
they will operate on the San 
Martin branch and the Km-18- 
Campo de Mayo shuttle where 
the traffic is lighter. 

Main line service out of Buenos 
Aires is operated with former PE 
1100s, still retaining the 1100 ser- 
ies numbering, and former PE 
700s which have been renumber- 
ed in the 1700s. Third rail shoes 
were added, but all cars retained 
trolley poles for yard switching 
and the San Martin branch. 

Some 1100s were turned into 
combination cars and the ex-700s 
had interconnecting train doors 
cut in both ends. Some 1700s are 
now full trailers with trolley poles 
and motors removed. 

In addition the General Urquiza 
Railroad purchased five PE 
freight omtors, numbers. 1590, 
1591, 1952, 1593, and 1599. They 
are currently operating in the 
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has four classes of 


Last of SP’s Roseville 
Roundhouses Demolished 


The old No. 2 roundhouse in 
the SP’s yards at Roseville soon 
will be a thing of the past. 

Work to demolish the 50 year 
old structure is under way and 
will be accomplished in 30 days. 

J. K. Edwards, master mech- 
anic for SP at Roseville, said the 
roundhouse was built in 1910, 
three years after the yard was 
moved to Roseville from Rocklin. 

Roundhouse No. 1 was built in 
1907 and demoltion of it was 
completed in 1956. 

The two structures were built 
to house 32 stalls for the repair 
and maintenance of locomotives 
on the Roseville to Sparks, and 
Roseville to Dunsmuir runs. 

The roundhouse is veing torn 
down because it no longer is re- 
quired for the repair and service 
of diesel units. The last steam en- 
gine used on a regular run was 
taken out of service in Decem- 
ber, 1956. 





Buenos Aires terminal and the 
Villa Lynch freight yards. 

The electric suburban service 
of the General Urquiza Railroad 
was formerly § an_ interurban 
known as the Central Buenos 
Aires RR and double track runs 
out of the city as far as Estacion 
Pereya where the double track 
branches off for a half mile to 
Km. 18. From Km. 18 the line 
single track with passing loops 
to Campo de Mayo, end of the 
line. At Villa Lynch, on the main 
line four miles out of the ter- 
minal, the San Martin branch 
turns off. It is double track, two 
miles long with overhead trolley. 

The foregoing is from Arnold 
Irvine Reid, Defensa 665-5 F, 
Buenos Aires (R. 46), Argentina, 
who has 35 mm color slides for 
sale of all types of cars. One of 
each kind $2.50 by International 
Money Order. 
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RAILWAY AGE 


The Union Pacific has ordered 
30 2000-hp GP20 road switchers 
from Electro-Motive at a cost in 
excess of $6 million. Deliveries 
are scheduled for July and 
August. 

The Great Northern has revised 
its passenger schedules with the 
Western Star consolidated with 
the Fast Mail between St. Paul 
and Seattle on a short routing 
that cuts off Great Falls, Mont. 

The Northern 

Pacific and Great 

Northern have 

joined Trailer 

Train operation 

which will prov- 

ide a supply of piggyback cars 
for regular and auto use. 

The Western Pacific directors 
have authorized purchase of 24 
50-ft. double door box cars with 
special loading devices at an es- 
timated cost of $375,000. 

Thirteen railroads are now 
scheduled to participate in mis- 
sile-train dry runs this summer. 
The roads are UP, SP, WP, D& 
RGW, NP, GN, CGW, DM&IR, 
C&NW, Soo Line, IC, Milwaukee, 
and CB&Q. 

The Milwaukee has ordered 40 
double deck suburban coaches for 
its Chicago service, eight of which 
will be control cab equipped for 
push-pull operation like C&NW 
service. The cars will be stain- 
less steel by Budd with head-end 
power for air conditioning and 
heating. Plans call for a total of 
75 such cars to replace all con- 
ventional coaches now in service. 


Up and Down the Line 

Hal Wilmunder has placed a 
bid with Southern Pacific for all 
the remaining narrow’ gauge 
equipment located in Owenyo. He 
hopes to bring the best to Rose- 
ville to his Antelope & Western 
Railroad and junk the rest to pay 
for transportation costs. 
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Ponderosa Pines Excursion 
WESEERN 
PAci#IC 


The long - awaited 
loop trip to Reno via 
Western Pacific and 
Southern Pacific will 
be operated out of 
San Francisco on September 24- 
25. The special will operate via 
Western Pacific up the Feather 
River Canyon on Saturday with 
a side trip to Quincy behind 
Quincy Railroad No. 2. On the 
Quincy the Feather River Short 
Line steam engine No. 8 will be 
steamed up and running. Satur- 
day night will be spent in Reno 
and return trip will be made on 
Sunday via Southern Pacific over 
Donner Pass. There will be 
streamlined coach equipment, 
grill car, baggage car, and the 
open-end observation “El Dor- 
ado.” Fare will be approximately 
$25. Write Pacific Coast Chan- 
ter, R&LHS, Don Thrall, 610 Ar- 
lington, Berkeley, Calif. 


Muni 1003 Moved 
To Emeryville 


The last Municipal Railway of 
San Francisco “Magic Carpet” 
was moved during June to the 
Oakland Terminal yards in Em- 
eryville. It was perhaps the first, 
last and only Muni car to go via 
the Bay Bridge, though unfort- 
unately by truck. It is stored 
along with a number of other 
Bay Area cars on some trackage 
laid by the railfans in the OT yard. 


San Diego Zoo Trip 


Golden West Railfans have an- 
nounced an excursion train to the 
San Diego Zoo out of Los Angeles, 
Sunday, July 31. Santa Fe train 
leaves LA Union Depot at 8:30 
a.m. and returns at 6:30 p.m. Fare 
is $10.50. Write GWR, 215 West 
Fifth, Rm. 323, Los Angeles 13, 
Calif. 
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Antelope & Western 
Opens June 5 


The “gold spike” was driven on 
Hal Antelope & 
Western Railroad at Roseville on 
with some 300 
persons in attendance. Some 116 


Wilmunder’s 
Sunday, June 5, 


came by special cars on the SP 
Senator to take part in the event. 


The spike celebration marked 
the completion of a 1144-mile loop 
of three-foot gauge track around 
the site just north of the Pacific 
Fruit Express yards in Roseville. 

Now on the site are four steam 
engines, two of which are in op- 
eration, and a number of gasoline 
speeders including a heavy duty 
Waukesha from the Diamond & 
Caldor Ry. 


A fine sheet iron building has 
been erected to cover all of the 
equipment and a standard gauge 
caboose off of its trucks provides 
a depot. 

“Open house” and operations 
are scheduled every Sunday dur- 
ing the summer beginning at noon 
with visitors welcome. 

For information write: Antelope 
& Western RR, Roseville, Calif. 


Roster of Equipment 
0-4-0T, H. K. Porter, 1889 
Ex Sacramento Brick Works 
4-6-0, Baldwin, 1920 
Ex Alaska Railroad 
2-6-0, H. K. Porter, 
Ex United Fruit Co. 
Shay, Lima, 1911 
Not yet on property 
Heisler, Heisler, 1907 
Ex Prather Lumber Co. 


Rolling Stock 

1 Private Car, 1881 

Ex Lake Tahoe Railway 
10 Flatcar with seats, 1929 

Ex Diamond & Caldor Ry. 
54 Cable Car, 1907 

Ex California Street Cable RR 
243 Log Car, 1921 

Ex Diamond & Caldor 


1911 
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Rapid Transit 
Vote Postponed 


The Bay Area Rapid Transit 
District bond issue election ap- 
pears to face at least a year’s de- 
lay and may not come to a vote 
until November, 1961. The split 
over planning appears too great 
for any immediate solution. 

The May 12 preliminary report 
of the district engineering staff 
was unacceptable when issued for 
their estimated costs were well 
over the bonding limit for the 
district (see June issue), but when 
the revised report was filed June 
10 chopping a $283 million from 
the previous cost estimate, diffi- 
culties arose. 

The new plan eliminated the 
east peninsula routing (SP’s Bay- 
shore cutoff) and revived the 
central peninsula routing (Mis- 
sion-Bernal Cut) over the objec- 
tions of both the City of San 
the San Mateo 
County supervisors. In addition 
the Twin Peaks route was cut 
back to Van Ness Avenue, por- 
tion of the Geary Street route was 


made elevated, the Marin route 
cut back at Santa Venetia, the 
Contra Costa line cut back at 
Pleasant Hill, Richmond line cut 
back at Cutting Blvd., the South- 
ern Alameda line cut back at Hay- 
ward, and the peninsula line cut 
back at Redwood City. 

San Francisco’s Rapid Transit 
advisory board immediately came 
forth with objections and the 
City of Richmond expressed loud 
objections to being cut out of the 
Rapid Transit picture. 

A new bond election target date 
subsequent to July 1, 1961, is ex- 
pected to be set in the next few 
months. 


Francisco and 


e Page Fourteen 





Iowa Railroads 


A special 
publication by 
the State His- 
torical Society 
of Iowa titled 
“Railroads 

Come to Iowa” has been issued. 
It is 85 pages 5% by 8 letterpress 
with a full-color cover. It tells 
of the coming of the Rock Island, 
Northwestern, Illinois Central, 
Burlington and Milwaukee across 
the Mississippi into Iowa. It is 
well illustrated with maps and 


old lithographs. It is just 50 cents 
from the State Historical Society, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 


Harbor Tour Planned 


Tentative plans are underway 
for two fund-raising excursions 
on San Francisco Bay for the 
Maritime Museum under the man- 
agement of the Pacific Coast 
Chapter, R&LHS. The trips would 
be run on both September 10 and 
11 using the “Harbor King” cov- 
ering all the former ferry land- 
ings that once dotted San Fran- 
cisco Bay. Plans call for a six- 
hour tour with a running com- 
mentary by rail and ferry his- 
torians over the public address 
system. 


Fill Will Replace 
SP Flood Trestle 


Southern Pacific crews are re- 
moving a 990-foot trestle on the 
company’s Walnut Grove line, 
and will replace it with a fill. 

The trestle had been used in 
flood control work, but it no 
longer is needed. 

The line runs south to Isleton 
paralleling the Sacramento River 
from near Freeport south. 
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RAILFAN BOOKS 


“Rochester, Syracuse & East- 


ern” will be off the press on July 
1. It will include chapters on oth- 
er segments of the Beebe Syndi- 
cate (9 interurbans, 2 steamboat 
lines and a railroad) with 318 
miles of electric railway; RS&E, 
Buffalo, 
Lockport and Rochester, Syracuse 
Lakeshore and Northern, Syra- 
cuse and South Bay and a steam 
road, the Newark & Marion. 
The book will be 8% x 11, hard 
cover, 120 pages, 360 photos, 10 
maps, seven pages of passes, time- 
tables, etc. Price $3.40 postpaid. 
William R. Gordon, 811 Garson 
Ave., Rochester 9, New York. 


Auburn & Syracuse, 


NIMPKISH VALLEY RAILWAY 


Canadian Forest Products, 
Nimpkish Valley Railway is fea- 
tured in a bulletin covering Can- 
ada’s most modern steam logging 
railway now ready for distribu- 
tion. The bulletin contains a ros- 
ter which is complete with photo- 
graphs of all motive power, past 
and present, including Shays 
and a mallet. The roster includes 
the largest locomotive ever op- 
erated on Vancouver Island. The 
bulletin also contains two maps 
and a descriptive text tells the 
story of this extensive logging 
railway. Price $1.00. Send Inter- 
national postal or money order 
(no checks please) to: Vancouver 
Island Railway Historical Asso- 
ciation, 587 McKenzie Ave., Vic- 
toria, B.C., Canada. 


WP “Zephyrettes” 


Western Pacific trains 1 and 2, 
the “Zephyrette,” which are op- 
erating with Budd RDC cars, did 
not come off June 1, but will 
continue until September 30 by 
order of the ICC pending a hear- 
ing. 
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Santa Fe Peavine Line 
Change Approved 
The ICC exam- 


é ~\ iner filed a re- 
port on May 16 
Santa Fe 


recommend in g 
\ | A the Santa Fe ap- 
plication to by- 
pass Prescott, 
Arizona, on its Phoenix branch 
(Peavine Line) by the construc- 
tion of a new line from Abra 
Siding to Skull Valley and ab- 
andonment of a portion of the 
line between Prescott and Skull 
Valley. 


No “Suntan” This Year 


The Southern Pacific announc- 
ed it will no longer operate the 
“Suntan Special’ because of de- 
clining patronage and rising costs. 
The fare was raised last year 


2 
per cent and SP made no efforts 


to obtain group movements which 
had supported the train in past 
years so its demise was assured 
by such action, or rather ‘“inac- 


SLL? PEEL? Ce? CO eee © 2 
FIRST CLASS MAILING 


that the postal ser- 

strange things to our 

. tearing them in tran- 

letting them sit in the 
corner for a couple of weeks 

To meet this situation we 
have long offered FIRST 
CLASS mailing in ENVELOPES 
at $1.80 for ten issues. 

We trust that such a subscrip- 
tion will overcome your par- 
ticular difficulty and that you 
will find your issues coming 
earlier and in better condition. 

If you wish to up-grade your 
present subscription just send in 
$2.00 and we'll pro-rate it over 
the existing issues and use the 
balance to extend your sub- 
scription at the new rate. 
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P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, Calif. 
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